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JPS Celebrates 70th Year 


Seventy years and five million volumes of Jewish literature in the English 
language were celebrated on April 27, when the JPS met to mark three score 
years and ten of service to the cultural life of American Jewry. 


Visitors from all parts of the coun- 
try joined in the celebration and heard 
reports by officers of the Society. 

Re-elected to serve the JPS during 
the coming year were Edwin Wolf, 
2nd, President; Justice Horace Stern, 
Sol Satinsky and Dr. Jacob R. Mar- 
cus, Vice-Presidents; Myer Feinstein, 

easurer; Lesser Zussman, Execu- 

e Secretary; Judge Louis E. Levin- 
thal, Chairman, Publication Commit- 
tee, and Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Editor. 

In his Presidential Report, Mr. 
Wolf reviewed the struggles out of 
which the Society was born in 1888. 
In 1957, he said, the JPS continued to 
record advances in every area of its 
work, with a total of 135,931 volumes, 
including 39,844 Bibles, distributed, 
and a growth in membership. 

Reporting as Chairman of the Pub- 
lication Committee, Judge Levinthal 
stressed the concurrent emphasis in 
the Society’s program, throughout its 
history, on that which is timeless and 
that which is most timely in Jewish 
life. As an example, he cited the va- 

koty of books published by the JPS 
Gea: to Zionism and the tenth an- 
niversary of the State of Israel. 

Other features of the meeting in- 
cluded a financial report by Treasurer 
Myer Feinstein which revealed a small 
surplus in the 1957 operations of the 
Society, and tributes to the founders 
of the JPS: one to Dr. Solomon Solis- 





F oe 
This issue of the Bookmark contains 
excerpts—unfortunately, for reasons 
of space, they are all-too-brief ex- 
cerpts—from the papers read at the 
Society’s 70th Annual Meeting. They 
are published here for the benefit of 
those whe were unable to attend. Full 
texts of the reports and addresses de- 
livered by the Society’s officers will be 
published in the next American Jewish 


Year Book. 
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Cohen by his daughter, Emily Solis- 
Cohen, Jr., and one to Dr. Joseph 
Krauskopf by Dr. Bertram W. Korn. 

Honorary officers re-elected at the 
meeting included Jack Solis-Cohen, Jr., 


as Honorary President; Honorary 
Vice-Presidents Samuel Bronfman of 
Montreal, James Marshall of New 
York, Samuel I. Rosenman of New 
York, Philip Slomovitz of Detroit, 
Michael A. Stavitsky of Newark and 
Lewis L. Strauss of Washington. Phil- 
ip D. Sang of Chicago was elected as 
a trustee for a one-year term, while 
seven trustees, re-elected for three- 
year terms, were Robert J. Bloch of 
Seattle, Bernard L. Frankel of Phila- 
delphia, Leo Guzik of New York, Cyrus 
Levinthal of Los Angeles, Howard S. 
Levy of Philadelphia, Aaron Riche of 
Los Angeles, and Frank Rubenstein 
and Judge Simon Sobeloff of Balti- 
more. The nominating committee was 
headed by Joseph First. 
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Elma Erlich Levinger 


By Mamie G. Gamoran 


Mamie (Mrs. Emanuel) Gamoran is 
a distinguished contributor to the 
field of Jewish literature for the 
English-speaking child. 


During 1914 and 1915 Elma 
Ehrlich Levinger was editor of a 
magazine published by the Bureau 
of Jewish Education of New York 
called, “The Jewish Child.” This 
was at the beginning of what was 
to be a long and fruitful career 
dedicated to the Jewish child—de- 
voted to the purpose of bringing 
an awareness of the joys and 
beauty of Jewish life through story 
and textbook, through poetry and 
drama. 

Mrs. Levinger was one of the 
first who found material in Jewish 
traditional sources to touch the 
heart and the mind of the Ameri- 
can Jewish child. That was not all. 
She also wrote about Jewish heroes 
of American history to fix in the 
thoughts of her readers the idea 
that Jewish values were part of 
the American tradition. She made 
this point clear, too, in stories 
about quite ordinary boys and girls 
with whom her young readers 
would readily identify themselves. 
Her books were eagerly awaited by 
hundreds of youngsters to whom 
she opened gateways both to the 
past and to the future. Many of 
Mrs. Levinger’s early readers, now 
grown men and women, are buying 
her books for their children. It is a 
happy thought, and one which must 
have brought her joy. She wrote at 
a time when suitable Jewish stories 
for young people were hardly to be 
found and teachers and club lead- 





ers used her material gratefully. 
It is good to know that for her 
pioneering work she was awarded 
the annual prize of the National 
Jewish Book Council in 1957. The 
citation read in part: ‘for her cu- 
mulative contributions to Jewish 


juvenile literature which have 
served to enrich American Jewish 
life.” 

But it is not enough to write of 
Elma Levinger, the writer. I think 
also of Elma Levinger, the person, 
the mother, and the wife. My hus- 
band and I knew her as a close 
friend, with whom we spent many 
intimate evenings. There was 
frankness, honesty, and kindness in 
her, and with her husband she 
transmitted these traits to her 
children. 

Elma Levinger had _ friends 
among her readers and many more 
among those with whom_ she 
worked, in clubs, in schools, and on 
the literary scene. We are glad we 
knew her as co-worker and com- 
rade. We will not forget her sin- 
cerity of purpose, her thoughtful 
understanding, her generous per- 
sonality. 
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The Timeless and the Timely 


Extracts from the address of Judge Louis 


It speaks well for the Jews of the 

United States that at least a fairly 
@iisicncia number of them have at 
all times, through 70 turbulent, soul- 
searing years, supported the JPS, 
recognizing that Jewish life is un- 
thinkable without Jewish books, that 
our people can have no creative fu- 
ture unless it is constantly aware 
of its past, and that the present is 
meaningless unless it is connected 
with the eternal. This inter-relation- 
ship between the timeless and the 
timely, between the age-old and the 
very new, between Jewish achieve- 
ment and Jewish hope, has_ been 
expressed in the program of the 
Society year after year. 

Even while we are celebrating the 
70th anniversary of our Society, we 
are conscious of the fact that the State 


: irst Paperback Books 


Published by Society 


Three handsome volumes in beauti- 
ful paper covers have already ap- 
peared, and three more are on the 
way. This represents the latest ex- 
periment upon which the JPS has 
embarked—valuable and distinguished 
books re-issued in paperbacks. We 
have, as an organization, just turned 
70, and we are in this way giving 
free rein to our youthful enthusiasm. 

Nevertheless, we need not hide from 
our friends, the readers of the JPS 
Bookmark, that we embark upon this 
new venture with some misgiving. 

or years people have been urging 
}@: JPS to enter the paperback field. 
Questions of cost and methods of dis- 
tribution, and other problems _in- 
volved, did not seem to bother these 
well-wishers. Vaguely they talked 
about men’s and women’s organiza- 
tions in and out of synagogues, of 
(Continued on Page 7) 


E. Levinthal at the 70th Annual Meeting 
of Israel is celebrating its tenth anni- 
versary. The JPS can point proudly to 
its impressive contributions to the lit- 
erature dealing with the age-old yearn- 
ing for Zion restored and the begin- 
nings of its realization in our time. 

Our primary aim has been to keep 
the eternal values of Judaism vibrant- 
ly alive and functioning creatively 
within the growing community of 
America. Our founders began by pub- 
lishing the monumental work of 
Graetz, and the cultural and spiritual 
influence on the Jews of the United 
States of those six volumes can hardly 
be exaggerated. The relatively few but 
significant volumes in our Schiff Clas- 
sics have had a similar effect, though 
upon a smaller group of the popu- 
lation. Of course, one cannot overesti- 
mate the influence exerted by our 
translation of the Bible—both as a re- 
ligious force and as a factor contribut- 
ing to Jewish self-respect. We may 
safely predict that our new Bible 
translation will bring us the gratitude 
of Jew and Christian alike. In all these 
areas — history, classical literature, 
Bible—we are continuing along the 
paths laid out for us by our founders. 

But in addition to all this, we have 
begun a series of publications by 
means of which the American Jew 
may learn that he and his ancestors 
in this land have already played an 
important role in every sphere of 
American life. And our most recent 
project, the Covenant Books, should 
also serve to teach our young people 
that the Jewish spirit and the Ameri- 
can spirit need never be rivals for 
their loyalties. 

I am confident that we shall con- 
tinue the work of the Society in com- 
bining and harmonizing that which is 
precious and imperishable in the Jew- 
ish tradition with that which is signi- 
ficant and worthwhile in the ideals 
and history of America. 
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Out of Stress and Struggle 


Extracts from the address of Edwin Wolf, 2nd, at the 70th Annual Meeting 


I wish I could say that our Society 
grew out of a solemn, scholarly convo- 
cation of distinguished laymen and 
learned rabbis who, consulting together 
harmoniously, brought forth the hope ot 
the future of Jewish culture in Amer- 
ica. Perhaps, the myth of founding fa- 
thers as serious, scholarly, objective, 
dedicated men should be allowed to 
stand in the history books. Then, I really 
would have nothing further to say ex- 
cept that on June 4, 1888, the Jewish 
Publication Society of America came 
into being. 

But I have found in doing historical 
research that people are people, and 
events, although cotton-wooled by the 
passage of time and by the reverence in 
which we enshroud them, bear great re- 
semblance to the work-a-day affairs of 
our own times. The truth of the matter 
is that the Publication Society was 
born in a room of travail which echoed 
with shouts, recriminations and _ bitter- 
ness. Perhaps, the sturm und drang of 
our birth were the harbingers of our 
success. It is the healthiest baby that 
cries the loudest. 

Rabbis, Laymen Battled 

So uproarious was the meeting which 
was held that Sunday afternoon seventy 
years ago that the Philadelphia North 
American devoted a full column to a 
play-by-play account of the meeting un- 
der the headlines: “TWO SENSITIVE 
RABBIS—Dr. G. Gottheil and Dr. M. 
Jastrow Object to Being Left Out—The 
Ministry Insulted.” 

“The afternoon was hot,” the report 
began, “and it affected the tempers of the 
Hebrews, who had come to this city from 
all parts of the States to discuss this im- 
portant question.” The trouble had start- 
ed when Morris Newburger, the chairman 
pro tem, suggested that a committee of 
five be appointed to draft a constitution 
and by-laws. He was howled down. Then 
it was moved and approved in a storm 


sense the temper of the meeting for 
“with a sweet smile upon his face” he 
suggested that a committee of nine be 
appointed, which “to avoid throwing too 
much burden on the rabbis” was to be 
composed only of laymen, things really 
began popping. 


It is worth pausing a moment to recall 
the names—the distinguished national 
names—of the men who were to form 
this committee. The chairman was Mayer 
Sulzberger and his co-adjutors Morris 
Newburger, the Honorable Simon Wolf 
of Washington, Cyrus Adler, A. L. San- 
ger of New York, Dr. Solomon Solis- 
Cohen, the veteran diplomat Benjamin 
F. Peixotto, Jacob Ezekiel of Cincinnati, 
and Dr. Aaron Friedenwald of Balti- 
more. But the prestige of these gentle- 
men was as nought before the wrath of 
a rabbi scorned. The distinguished ; 
Gottheil, “a well-built man,” we are 4 
“with gray hair and side whiskers,” pro- 
tested violently against what he judged 
to be a slur cast against his profession, 
and prepared to march ostentatiously out 
of the room. 


Rosendale protested that no one had 
greater respect for the rabbis than he, 
and all his protestations accomplished 
was to evoke a declaration from Jastrow 
that he, too, felt insulted. Whereupon he 
joined Dr. Gottheil in his exodus. The 
meeting was at that point on the verge 
of complete chaos. Mayer Sulzberger ap- 
pealed to the audience’s love of their 
religion. Simon Wolf offered to with- 
draw from the committee and let nine 
rabbis be appointed, to which a deep 





On the dais at the Annual Meeting (left to 
Secretary Lesser Zussman, Treasurer Myer Fei 
Committee Chairman Judge Louis E. Levint 


of applause that Simon W. Rosendale, 
of Albany, successful lawyer and future 
judge, be made chairman. He failed to 
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voice from the rear shouted, “that would 
be a thousand times better.” Dr. Sam- 
field of Memphis mildly offered his opin- 
ion that it would be a shame to exclude 
rabbis, since “They could do no harm.” 
“If they do no good,” another heckler 
@: bringing forth roars of laughter. 
otion that three rabbis be added to 

the original committee of nine resulted 
only in further exclamations of indigna- 
tion from the ministers of religion who 
mocked the idea as a bribe. Even the 
present meetings of your Publication 
Committee, or the sessions of your com- 
mittee of Bible translators, scholar batt- 
ling scholar in their unquenchable en- 
thusiasm for scholarship, are calm and 
quiet compared to the howling winds 
which created our Society. 
Accord Finally Achieved 

Some in the heat of the fray thought 
that formal apologies might clear the 
air. Others thought otherwise. Sulzberg- 
er announced that the committee had 
resigned. Peixotto moved formally again 
that a new committee be named with 
three rabbis added, and Dr. Jastrow put 
@:: in at the door long enough to 
$ that a proportion of nine laymen 
to three rabbis would be added insult. It 
was, significantly enough, the president 
of Dr. Jastrow’s congregation, David 
Teller, who waved aloft the olive branch 
of peace in the name of unity. The after- 
noon was hot; the meeting had been 
long; and when Mayer Sulzberger rose 
to deplore the waste of time and move 
that a committee of thirteen be appointed 
and no more nonsense, the tired par- 
ticipants voted a relieved affirmative. 

To be sure both Gottheil and Jastrow 
were named to the new committee, but it 
is amazing that the important consti- 
tution and by-laws presented no diffi- 
culties. The committee left the room and 
returned one hour later with the com- 


pleted instruments, which, with a few 
amendments, were promptly adopted by 
the convention. At which point they ad- 
journed for supper. At ten o’clock—they 
were hardier in those days—the con- 
vention reconvened to receive the nom- 
inations for the executive committee of 
a president and fourteen vice-presidents 
which was to put the society into oper- 
ation, approved them, and adjourned. 


Harmony Replaced Discord 


We have come a long way at least 
in decorum in the ensuing seventy years. 
Our meetings, as you have no doubt 
noticed, are models of propriety, of 
economy of words when another than 
your President addresses you, and of 
seriousness of purpose unclouded by 
levity or rude interruption. As a matter 
of fact, the Society now gets on very 
well with the rabbinical members of its 
official family, and the lions of ortho- 
doxy (with occasional muted roars about 
our idea of kashruth), the tigers of con- 
servatism and the wolves of reform all 
sit down with the lambs of the laity 
in our cultural new Eden. 

I can say in all honesty that there has 
been no grinding of gears, no strident 
shrieking of cam against cam, happily 
only the smooth revolutions of a machine 
going forward and gathering power. Our 
members who have commented on our 
forward motion have, almost without 
exception, expressed pleasure in both the 
character and direction of the movement. 

We have been going uphill from year 
to year, not as rapidly as we might wish, 
but yet steadily. What we have accom- 
plished has been important; what we 
can accomplish, given the help, is almost 
boundless. The Jews of America need 
and deserve more and better books for 
their spiritual health. We know how to 
create them. We need only the funds and 
the readers who will read them. 





left to right): Executive 
yer Feinstein, Publication 
Levinthal, Vice-President 


Justice Horace Stern, President Edwin Wolf, 2nd, Trustee Abra- 
ham L. Freedman, Vice-Presidents Sol Satinsky and Dr. Jacob R. 
Marcus, and Editor Dr. Solomon Grayzel. 
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Tributes to the JPS Founders 
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Joseph Krauskopf 








When all is said and done, it was 
Joseph Krauskopf, a 30-year old tyro, 
who exerted the influence which re- 
sulted in the founding of the first en- 
during American Jewish publication 
society. Krauskopf, a member of the 
first class of rabbis ever to be or- 
dained in America, set Philadelphia 
on fire with his eloquence, his icono- 
clasm and his dynamic energy. 

Krauskopf was not just a preacher; 
his character had a practical side— 
a veritable genius for organization 
and administration. He met with the 
“Knowledge Seekers,” a society of his 
younger members which he had or- 
ganized for intellectual and cultural 
purposes; he proposed and they adopt- 
ed a resolution to initiate practical 
steps for the realization of the ideal 
urged in his sermon. A series of 
meetings led to the formation of a 
city-wide committee, which issued the 
proclamation, written by Krauskopf 
and Solomon’ Solis-Cohen, which 
brought representatives from far and 
wide to the founding convention of 
the Jewish Publication Society. 

Fortunately, the many antagon- 
isms to Krauskopf and his radical 
teachings did not vitiate the effort 
for which he was primarily respon- 
sible. The Society was created, and 
the “Knowledge Seekers”’ became the 
first group in the country to offer 
tangible evidence of support, a check 
for one hundred dollars. 

It is good that we have taken time 
at this seventieth anniversary pro- 
gram to pay tribute to the role of 
the one man who was directly respon- 
sible for the founding of this (as I 
consider it to be) greatest instrument 
for Jewish culture in the history of 
American Jewry. 


— BERTRAM W. KORN 





‘Solomon Solis-Cohen 





I carried a message to our 19% 
Jubilee from my father. In it he de- 
scribed the beginnings of the Jewish 
Publication Society as “the fusion of 
two movements: the one initiated by 
Joseph Krauskopf; the other devel- 
oped in conferences of laymen.” 


The conference convened by Rabbi 
Krauskopf to consider the establish- 
ment of a Book House decided that 
such a venture must be established 
through the combined efforts of clergy 
and of laymen, and so empowered 
Rabbi Krauskopf and Solomon Solis- 
Cohen to issue an invitation to an 
organizing meeting. 


It would be unbecoming for me to 
describe the work my father did ; 
serving the Jewish Publication S 
ciety his life through, not only as a 
concerned and vigilant member of its 
publication committee but as a pub- 
lic advocate of its undertakings. 


In 1938, when father’s Jubilee mes- 
sage was read to you, Hitler had an- 
nounced his intention of “erasing the 
Name of the God of the Hebrews from 
writing and making it lost to speech.” 
Today we face another crisis in which 
the powers of evil are at work to de- 
stroy the Work of God. May I quote 
from that message: 


“Is this then, not the very hour 
when we who have labored to preserve 
the Word and to disseminate it, should 
pledge ourselves anew to the work o 
this Society? Beyond the hope of 2 
founders, and in ways which the 
could not foresee, it has become one 
of the arsenals of the spirit; and as 
such it serves all the forces that seek 
to preserve mercy, truth and justice 
upon earth.” 


—EMILY SOLIS-COHEN, JR. 
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Paperback Books 


(Continued from Page 2) 


lodges and institutes, of schools and 

dult classes; but when a tangible 

) Qin was sought, none was 
7 orthcoming. We might not have un- 
dertaken the new task even now had 
it not been for the encouragement and 
cooperation of our partners in the 


paperback venture, namely, the Mer- 
idian Press. 


The first three books we have 
chosen should set us off to a good 
start. All three were hailed as major 
contributions to their respective fields 
when they first appeared, and all have 
been out of print and yet in demand 
for some years. Isaac Husik’s History 
of Medieval Jewish Philosophy is still 
the only authoritative book on the 
subject in English. For a book of 466 
pages, the price of $1.95 is reason- 
ble. Louis Ginzberg’s Students, 
) Qi and Saints is one of the most 


arming and informative collections 


of essays, some biographical and oth- 
ers topical. For the contemporary 
American Jew, interested in problems 
of Jewish education, some of these 
essays will prove most instructive. 
Martin Buber’s For the Sake of 
Heaven makes a timely appearance on 
the occasion of its author’s eightieth 
birthday. The latter two books are 
priced at $1.45 each. 

Three more volumes are scheduled 
to appear in the Fall. We cannot yet 
say what they will be, but our readers 
may rest assured that they will be 
worthwhile. Much depends, however, 
on the reception accorded to the vol- 
umes just published. They constitute 
a challenge to us as well as to the 
adult educational forces of the Jewish 
community. 

The attention of the public is called 
to the introductory offer being made 
in order to spread knowledge of these 
paperbacks. Any one purchasing two 
of these first three will receive the 
third one free of charge. No one 
could make a more generous offer! 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER: J.P.S. PAPERBACKS 


One FREE with each two books purchased; 
quantities unlimited in any combination. 
The Jewish Publication Society of America 
222 N. 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Gentlemen: 
Please send me the following books: 
_ copies of FOR THE SAKE OF HEAVEN @ $1.45 
____ copies of MEDIEVAL JEWISH PHILOSOPHY @ $1.95 
____ eopies of STUDENTS, SCHOLARS & SAINTS @ $1.45 
As my free book(s), please send 








Name 


Address 


City. 
Oo CHECK ENCLOSED—ship postage paid 
(Add 3% tax in Penna.) 








State 


oO BILL ME plus postage 
(10¢ per book) 


Zone 
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First Three JPS Paperbacks Are Publi 





ee 


EL oo Awmisin w 


The first three volumes in the long-awaited list of JPS paperback books have now 


appeared, amid praise of their appearance and readability which give the new pro- 
gram every hope of great success. Three favorite titles were chosen for these trail- 
breaking paperbacks, and they were introduced with a special offer outlined in the 
coupon on page 7: 

FOR THE SAKE OF HEAVEN is Martin Buber’s celebrated allegory of 

the spiritual struggle of our world and its effect upon the soul of the 

Jewish people, in a limpid translation by Ludwig Lewisohn; 

A HISTORY OF MEDIEVAL JEWISH PHILOSOPHY is Isaac Husik’s ¢ 

tracing and analysis of Jewish thought and thinkers from the 9th to the 

15th Centuries; 

STUDENTS, SCHOLARS AND SAINTS is a collection of essays by Louis 

Ginzberg, in which that rare scholar shared his insights into the stream 

of Jewish culture and into the minds of men like Rabbi Elijah Wilner, 

Zechariah Frankel, Isaac Hirsh Weiss and many others. 
All complete and unabridged—printed, in fact, from the original plates of the 
eloth-bound editions with colorful, evocative covers designed by Elaine Lustig— 
the new paperbacks, at a cost less than half that of the hard-bound volumes, are 
expected to extend widely the reading audience for these long-favored books and 
others to be published in the future. 
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